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Goose, a Hunkpapa
scout, photographed
by D.F. Barry during
the mid-1880s.
Courtesy of the
Newberry Library,
Chicago.

Child Care’s
STEAM Center
Construction

TOM CRASH
LT CONTRIBUTOR

PINE RIDGE - After a
number of delays, work
is finally underway on the
OST Child Care’s STEAM
Center planned for a par-
cel of land between the
SuAnn Center and the
OLHA main office just
east of Pine Ridge; mobi-
lization is underway with
the Ghost Bear/Kurtz con-
struction joint venture on

Reuben Looks Twice Jr.
(Oglala Lakota) is the
Guiness World Record
holder for longest
hair on male teen. The
national notice stated
“The longest hairona
living teenager (male)
is 161 cm (5 ft. 3.3")
and was achieved by
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Reuben Looks Twice t$he 27,093. squzge'l (’{pot

Jrin Rapid City, SD. 13.7 mion ~buliding

. scheduled to house the

He is the son of proud Science, Technology, En-

parents Reuben Looks L gineering, Art and Math
Twice Srand Norma Center.
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Friends, family to bury
Aquash in Nova Scotia

BY CARSON WALKER

Associated Press

Friends and family of
American Indian Movement
activist Anna Mae Pictou
Aquash plan to bury her Mon-
day in her native Nova Scotia
as part of a weekend of activi-
ties designed to remember
her.

“It is painful, but it’'s not a
fresh pain,” said Denise Mal-

Aquash, a member of the
Mi'kmaq Tribe of Canada,
was killed in December 1975
near Wanblee, on South
Dakota’s Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation. Her body was
found Feb. 24, 1976, and she
was buried weeks later as
Jane Doe but was disinterred
when tests determined it was
her body.

Aquash was reburied at an

Indians in the News
Twenty Years Ago Today

CENTER FOR AMERICAN INDIAN RESEARCH AND NATIVE STUDIES
CRAIG HOWE AND LUKAS RIEPPEL

June 17, 2024— We
scanned the pages of
South Dakota news-
papers for stories
about American In-
dians that were pub-
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lished on June 17,
2004, twenty years
ago today. The big-
gest was a tragic story
about a young wom-
an who was killed in

December 1975 and
who was going to be
buried—for the third
time!—on Monday,
June 21, 2004.
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Tl‘lllal Water Rights

JAMES GIAGO DAVIES
LT CONTRIBUTOR

PINE RIDGE—One
of the main concerns of
every tribe is water. The
two main impacts on
tribal water rights have
been the Winters Doc-
trine and the McCarran
Amendment. Although
far from the Missouri
River, the Oglala Sioux
Tribe (OST) is consid-
ered a river tribe when
it comes to water. OST
combined four indepen-
dent water systems into
the tribally owned and
controlled Mni Wiconi
Project. But beyond
this core system, the
tribe has water rights
and concerns. Tribes

BRITTANY POOR BEAR
LT CONTRIBUTOR

On June 29th, 2024,
and June 3o0th, 2024,
the “Back to Culture”
Day Camp took place at
the Spotted Horse Sun-
dance Grounds in Al-
len, South Dakota. Pass
Creek College Center,
the Director of Pass
Creek College center,
Angela Martinez along
with other members
of the Pass Creek com-
munity, Beatrice Curry,
and others have col-
laborated to make this
event happen.

The “Back to Cul-
ture” Day Camp aimed

to immerse students in
the rich traditions and
practices of the Lako-
ta People, fostering a
deeper understand-
ing and appreciation.
The goal for this day
camp was so that the
students will develop a
deeper understanding
and appreciation of the
Lakota culture through
hands-on experience in
traditional teachings,
arts, crafts, games,
songs, and storytell-
ing. By participating
in activities like horse
healing, tipi raising,
hand drum making,
and campfire storytell-
ing, students will gain
insight into the signif-

.« To Gulture’ Gamp

icance and practices of
Lakota traditions, fos-
tering cultural aware-
ness and connection.

“I'm grateful to be
able to be here and to
have the opportunity to
be part of this camp. I
am learning so much,
especially about the La-
kota culture and differ-
ent teachings as well,”
said Maddie, a student
participating in the
camp.

Some of the activ-
ities that took place
during the 2-day camp
were: Lakota tradition-
al teachings, different
Lakota elders came to
speak to the students to
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in West River have not
quantified their water
rights, but according
to Indian water rights
expert Dick Trudell

(Mdewakanton), forty
tribes across the nation
have settled their water
rights through a process
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CENTER FOR AMERICAN INDIAN RESEARCH AND NATIVE STUDIES

CRAIG HOWE AND LUKAS RIEPPEL

This is our first “dis-
patch” from the sum-
mer of 1874. As we dis-
cussed in last week’s
column, we will track
an infamous expedi-
tion to find gold in Paha
Sapa that took place ex-
actly one hundred and
fifty years ago. We want
to turn the extractive
goals of that reconnais-
sance back on them-
selves, mining the rich
archive of documenta-
ry records that it pro-
duced to ask what it re-
veals about the region’s
Native inhabitants. For
those who would like to
follow along, we’ve cre-
ated a website (https://
tinyurl.com/rwaffkbk).

At 8am sharp on the
morning of July 2nd,
the expedition left Ft.
Abraham Lincoln. As
they marched over
some fifteen miles of
rolling prairie, Wil-
liam E. Curtis, a special
correspondent for the
New York World, not-
ed several trails which
had been “cut deep and
stamped hard” by “the
extinet buffalo,” whose
“bones are everywhere
to be found ... in little
bleached piles.”

To our surprise, the
expedition included
nearly one hundred

scouts from a variety
of different tribes. Ac-
cording to Curtis, they
marched at the head
of the main column,
forming “the advance
guard.” This indicates
that Native people were
a highly visible part of
the expedition. Anyone
approaching the col-
umn of soldiers would
have been hard pressed
to miss them.

After several long
days of marching un-
der the hot sun, they
reached a beautiful
prairie. According to
the expedition geol-
ogist, it contained “a
flowing stream of clear
water” that Goose, one
of the Native guides,
called “Where the Bear
Stays in Winter.” An
expedition map places
this creek just north-
west of Carson, SD, at
46° 30’ 56”N and 101°
37 42”W.

The next day, on
July 6th, they reached
the Cannon Ball Riv-
er. This is where Pri-
vate Theodore Ewert
described meeting “a
party of Sioux Indians”
who “claimed to be out
hunting.” But as we dis-
cussed in our last col-
umn, Ewert was certain
that, in actual fact, they

had been “posted here
as a ‘corps of observa-
tion’ on the movements
of our expedition.”

Clearly, the expedi-
tion was under surveil-
lance. At one point, a
botanist named Aris
Donaldson saw a prayer
flag on a bluff about
one mile off in the dis-
tance. When a scout
was dispatched to in-
vestigate, he returned
with a square yard of
calico fastened along a
cross piece atop a large
pole. A plug of tobac-
co was suspended on
either side of the per-
pendicular cross, which
Donaldson interpreted
as “an offering” to “se-
cure protection of some
kind, and most likely
from this expedition.”

But the expedition
was not only being
watched from afar. It
also included more than
one Lakotan guide.
Who were they, and
why might they have
agreed to join Custer’s
party?

Unfortunately, the
sources available to us
don’t offer definitive
answers. We don’t even
have names for most of
the Native guides.

But there are a few
exceptions. The most
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intriguing—and  con-
fusing—is Goose, who
identified Where the
Bear Stays in Winter
Creek. According to
The New York Tribune,
Goose had been “ob-
tained” from the “Grand
River Agency,” in what
is now the Standing
Rock Reservation.
Initially, we were
skeptical that Goose
was truly Hunkpapa.
Why would a thirty-
nine-year-old Lakotan
man join this expedi-
tion? But as we kept
digging, more evidence
emerged. First, we
found a photograph of
Goose taken by D. F.
Barry that was labeled
“Sioux Indian Scout.”
We also found a mem-
oir written by the ex-
pedition naturalist,
George Bird Grinnell,
who recalled visiting
Standing Rock many
years later. Goose ap-
proached Grinnell at
the general store, “ask-
ing me if I had not gone
to the Black Hills with
Yellow Hair a good
many years ago.”
Finally, we learned

that Goose had worked
with the ethnomusi-
cologist Frances Dens-
more, who described
him as a respected
medicine man who had
taken part in the Sun
Dance by being sus-
pended from the cen-
tral pole at the age of
twenty-seven.

The work that Goose
did with Densmore
also sheds light on the
significance of Cannon
Ball River. According
to Curtis, the river de-
rived “its name from
the presence of boul-
ders of all sizes worked
by attrition to per-
fect roundness.” Such
stones, Densmore ex-
plains, could be used to
cure illnesses, predict
the future, and retrieve
lost objects.

After he dreamt of
them, Chased By Bears
told Densmore that
because they have “no
end and no beginning,”
such stones are “perfect
in their kind.” Brave
Buffalo said something
similar, stating that
they “are round like the
sun and moon.” But not

all round stones are the
same. “Some have been
shaped in the current of
astream,” he said, while
others “were found far
from the water and
have been exposed only
to the sun and wind.” It
were these that Brave
Buffalo preferred.

Goose dreamed of
the sacred stones too,
Densmore tells us, and
he had two of them in
his possession. Once, a
skeptic challenged him
to demonstrate their
power by calling a buf-
falo to the spot where
they stood. Although
they had long disap-
peared from the region,
Goose “sent the sacred
stones to summon a
buffalo.” Soon enough,
one appeared and came
close enough to be shot.

We will never know
what could have mo-
tivated Goose to join
this expedition. But we
know he was a respect-
ed medicine man who
sundanced at twen-
ty-seven and under-
stood the power of sa-
cred stones.
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Mental
Health

Awareness

access to services that can help both
your mind and body stay well.

For more information,

contact your local Indian health care provider,
visit HealthCare.gov/coverage,

or call 1-800-318-2596.
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Do you know someone who needs nursing home care? Want to provide your loved one with a
quality of life that focuses on their physical, emotional, social, and spiritual needs and wishes?
Please allow us the privilege to care for your loved one in our beautiful, state of the art facility. We
provide a culturally enriched environment with a home-like feel, with our compassionate nursing
staff who provide 24-hour care. We currently have bed availability at our facility and are accepting
residential applications. To schedule a tour today, please contact the Admission Coordinator who
is ready to answer any question you may have and help guide you through the admission process.

NursiING HOME

We are located on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, two miles South of Pine Ridge, S.D.
We are a 60 bed Medicaid certified facility that provides non-skilled, long term care.
The Oglala Sioux Lakota Nursing Home is owned by the Oglala Sioux Tribe and
managed by Native American Health Management.

7835 Elder Drive, State Highway 87, Rushville, NE 69360
Ph: 308-862-4020 Fax:308-862-4024
Email: reception@osinh.com

OcLALA Sioux LAKOTA
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